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 WHAT’S NEW IN OREGON’S WASHINGTON COUNTY

Guide to New Attractions (Opened Late-2010 to Early 2012)
The following is a round-up of new attractions that opened in Oregon’s Washington County in the past year (2010-2011), as well as exciting developments that are on-track for 2012. 
In DEVELOPMENT FOR EARLY 2012

several outdoor recreation projects currently are in development and slated to open in early 2012: 
· Washington County’s first single-track, mountain bike freeride trail and skills area is scheduled to open at L.L. “Stub” Stewart State Park in spring 2012. Spearheaded by the Westside Trail Federation and built by a grassroots group of volunteers (see calendar), the freeride area will add another amenity to the four-year-old state park. Earlier this year, the park saw the completion of an 18-hole championship disc golf course.
· Tree to Tree Adventure Park, a seasonal aerial ropes course complete with tree-top obstacles and zip-lines that opened to much fanfare and success in 2010, will mark its spring 2012 opening with an 800-foot-long “super zip-line” and up to 10 additional lines. (This project is being funded in part by the Washington County Visitors Association, as part of its Tourism Development Grants program. Read more.) 
New for 2011
Live, Laugh, Love Glass
12230 SW Main Street, Suite B, Tigard, Oregon; 800-913-7015 (toll-free); 503-244-7811

Open Tuesday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-10 p.m.; closed Sunday-Monday

Create Your Own Glass Art Masterpieces

Live, Laugh, Love Glass is an innovative glass-blowing studio, located in downtown Tigard, a bedroom community located in southern Washington County.  The studio, which opened May 2011, offers private and group instruction for artists of all levels (ages 9-senior adult, classes priced from $99 and up, per person). 

Saturday evenings, the studio hosts a unique style of dinner theatre, “Dinner Party and Hot Shop Show,” where guests participate in a group creation of a glass masterpiece, while dining on a buffet meal provided by local caterers (tickets: $120 per person; reservations required). (View slideshow)

Two Kilts Brewing Company 

14841 SW Tualatin-Sherwood Road, Sherwood, Oregon; 503-625-1700

Open Monday-Saturday, 3-10 p.m.
The Latest Addition to “Beervana”
Founded in 2009, Two Kilts Brewing Company’s tasting room opened its doors in the bedroom community of Sherwood in 2011. In its short time, Two Kilts has amassed a following and praise from local beer enthusiasts with their India Pale Ale, Scotch Ale and other brews made with local ingredients. 
1910 Main: An American Bistro
1910 Main Street, Forest Grove, Oregon; 503-430-7014

Open Tuesday-Saturday for lunch and dinner; closed Sunday-Monday
Comfort Food with a Twist

The small community of Forest Grove, Ore., welcomed its newest upscale eatery, 1910 Main – An American Bistro, in April 2011.  With entrees that put modern spins on American classic comfort food, chef Russ Schillereff uses locally sourced ingredients in a menu that changes weekly. 
(MORE)
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New/RENOVATED Attractions (opened 4th Quarter of 2010)

Banks-Vernonia State Trail
Washington and Columbia Counties
Open year-round; admission is free
A Decade-Old Project Sees Completion

After nearly a decade, the final portion of the Banks-Vernonia State Trail, linking the towns of Banks and Vernonia, Oregon, was completed in late 2010. Construction of the 21-mile trail, which follows the route of an abandoned railroad corridor, started in the 1990s and was Oregon’s first rails-to-trails project, spearheaded by the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy. 
While parts of the trail—paved and unpaved—have been accessible to the public for several years, the opening of the trailhead in the town of Banks marks the completion of the final leg of the trail.  
The trail is open to all non-motorized traffic—hikers, runners, cyclists and horseback riders—and is marked by moderate and steep climbs. This scenic trail boasts 13 bridges and two 700-foot long, 80-foot high railroad trestles, popular spots for wildlife viewing and photography. 

Camping is available at nearby L.L. “Stub” Stewart State Park, which also is home to the Hares Canyon Horse Camp. 
Tigard Wine Crafters
12436 SW Main Street, Tigard, Oregon; 503-895-0538

Open Tuesday-Thursday, 10:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.; Friday, 10:30-7:00 p.m.; Saturday, 11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., closed Sunday-Monday

Blend Your Own Wine

Billed as a “local micro winery,” Tigard Wine Crafters is a new tasting room specializing in custom-made wine blending and features a range of white and red wine varietals. 
Guests can handcraft their own wine blends, design custom labels and receive 27-30 bottles of their own handcrafted wines after the fermentation and bottling process is complete, according to their website. The process is simple: guests create their own blends, while the winemakers at Tigard Wine Crafters ferment the custom-made blends for six weeks. Guests return after fermentation to bottle their creations and add their own specialty label. 

The tasting room, which opened in late 2010, also pours wines from around the world, including a merlot infused with dark chocolate and other surprising varietals. 

About Oregon’s Washington County
Oregon’s Washington County is scenically situated between Portland and the Oregon Coast. The destination covers 727 square miles and includes the growing communities of Banks, Beaverton, Cornelius, Forest Grove, Gaston, Hillsboro, King City, North Plains, Sherwood, Tigard, Tualatin and Wilsonville. Washington County is home to world-class golf courses, award-winning wineries, an array of outdoor recreation opportunities, lush, natural and scenic wetlands and wildlife preserves, superb dining, and myriad shopping. For more information, visit the Washington County Visitors Association’s official destination website. 
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