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OREGON’S WASHINGTON COUNTY 
OVERVIEW OF AN EMERGING TRAVEL DESTINATION

Oregon’s Washington County is a hidden gem of the Pacific Northwest. Situated in northwestern Oregon, between Portland and the Oregon Coast, this burgeoning destination mixes suburban amenities with serene natural and agricultural settings. The destination boasts a multitude of celebrated attractions and amenities, such as wineries, nature parks and preserves, golf courses, produce farms and tax-free shops.

Rural and Agricultural Landscapes 

Farms are abundant in the area, providing visitors with hands-on experience at dozens of “u-pick” farms with crops ranging from berries and fruits to nuts and flowers. A drive through the region’s agricultural areas, via the Vineyard & Valley Scenic Tour Route, takes travelers by many of these farms, vineyards and wineries, as well as by alpaca farms and a bison ranch that sells fresh bison meat, jerky and other products. (View photos of the tour route.)
Farmers’ markets are extremely popular in Washington County, and one can be found nearly every day of the week during market season (May through October). The largest all-agricultural market in the region, the Beaverton Farmers’ Market has become a draw for locals and visitors alike.  

Wineries and Wine Tasting
Oregon’s Willamette Valley is known for its exquisite Pinot Noir, and Washington County is home to nearly 30 wineries, many with regular tasting-room hours. This growing wine region has continued to thrive with new wineries entering the landscape each year, and the varietals produced include much more than Pinot Noir. Cool-weather varietals, such as Riesling, Gewürztraminer and Pinot Gris (or Pinot Grigio), as well as Chardonnay, grow well in this region. 

During warmer months, many wineries play host to live music, and a host of wine events throughout the year provide visitors with the chance to discover new wineries, or revisit favorite ones. Read more about Washington County’s wineries.
Outdoor Recreation and Adventure 
In recent years, Washington County has positioned itself as an outdoor adventure destination, complete with activities ranging from bird watching to zip-lining. 

Wildlife watching is plentiful in Washington County, as the destination has several protected wetlands and nature preserves that are available to the public with walking trails, viewing spots and interpretive centers. Read more about birding and wildlife watching and attractions.
Several miles of biking and hiking trails, water recreation spots and hundreds of parks abound in Washington County, with each offering a multitude of experiences and opportunities, including picnicking, nature walks, kayaking and canoeing, disc golf and more. A Washington County Recreation Map, published July 2011, provides a guide to these outdoor recreation spots, golf courses and bird and wildlife watching locations. 

While many of the attractions feature “soft adventure” activities, such as river kayaking and bird watching, the addition of new attractions--the Tree to Tree Adventure Park, in particular--have raised the bar in Washington County when it comes to outdoor recreation. Coming soon (estimated to be completed early 2012) is a new single-track, mountain bike Freeride Trail at L.L. “Stub” Stewart State Park.

Bicycle Tourism
The suburban/rural landscape of Washington County makes the area a logical complement to Portland’s status as one of the bike-friendliest states in the U.S. Whether starting and ending the two-wheeled trek in the destination, or starting with a ride on TriMet’s MAX light-raid originating in Portland (or Portland International Airport) and starting the ride from a MAX departure in Washington County, cyclists have long known about the scenic and enjoyable bike routes here. 

Cyclists of all levels can take advantage of the dedicated trails and road cycling opportunities in the area. The new Washington County Bike Map, published May 2011 and available in hard copy and online, marks these trails and provides safety tips and road conditions.  

Golf 
Washington County has 12 public and semi-private golf clubs, ranging from executive nine-hole to championship 18-hole courses. High-profile courses, such as The Reserve Vineyards and Golf Club and Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club, have hosted some of the biggest professional names in the sport, in addition to some of golf’s most prestigious professional and amateur events. 
(MORE)

OVERVIEW OF OREGON’S WASHINGTON COUNTY

2-2-2-2

Shopping
Residents of neighboring states have long been known to make pilgrimages to Oregon for shopping excursions, because the state does not have sales tax. This exempt status, as well as the diversity of shopping experiences, makes Washington County an ideal retail tourism location. Antiques, boutiques, big-box and a variety of artisan, gourmet food and wine shops, and farmers’ markets and farm stands attract visitors from throughout the region. 

Lodging
With its location in the “Silicon Forest,” referring to the proliferation of high-tech companies in the area, and proximity to major globally recognized companies, such as Nike and Columbia Sportswear, the region carries many well-known hotel brands as well as local boutique properties that cater to business travelers. 
With a diverse selection of lodging properties, Washington County offers affordable room rates, lower lodging taxes and convenient, free parking, making the destination an alternative option for leisure travelers looking for values in Greater Portland, as well as in Oregon’s wine country.

Getting to Oregon’s Washington County
Washington County is easily accessible, with light rail access from Portland International Airport and downtown Portland to larger cities in the county, such as Beaverton and Hillsboro. Major state and interstate highways provide additional access to the area. 

About Oregon’s Washington County
Oregon’s Washington County is scenically situated between Portland and the Oregon Coast. The destination covers 727 square miles and includes the growing communities of Banks, Beaverton, Cornelius, Forest Grove, Gaston, Hillsboro, King City, North Plains, Sherwood, Tigard, Tualatin and Wilsonville. Washington County is home to world-class golf courses, award-winning wineries, an array of outdoor recreation opportunities, lush, natural and scenic wetlands and wildlife preserves, superb dining, and myriad shopping. For more information, visit the Washington County Visitors Association’s official destination website.
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