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WEEKEND GETAWAYS IN OREGON’S WASHINGTON COUNTY

 Spotlight on Three Weekend Destinations
Oregon’s Washington County is comprised of a collection of small towns and cities, ranging from suburban and bedroom communities to rural towns set in the agricultural zones of the northern Willamette Valley. The diversity of this growing destination offers several opportunities for rich and rewarding travel experiences. 
A Weekend in Forest Grove
Located in western Washington County, Forest Grove, Ore., is 26 miles west of downtown Portland, and about a 70-minute drive to/from the Oregon Coast. Described as quaint, quirky and unique, Forest Grove is situated among lush agricultural and natural lands, with pristine wetlands and parks, renowned golf courses, and rich vineyards. Current population is 20,000, and neighboring cities include North Plains, Banks and Gaston.

Forest Grove offers many activities and attractions for visitors and is an ideal weekend getaway for solo travelers, couples, “girlfriend getaways”/“mancations” and families. Highlights include:
· Close to 12 wineries and breweries, including the only American-owned and operated, large-production saké brewery, SakéOne  (See: wineries/Breweries in Forest Grove and wineries in Gaston)
· Home to five hotels, including the storied McMenamins Grand Lodge, a former Masonic Lodge and rest home, and now a 77-room, European-style hotel with restaurants, bars, disc golf course, soaking pool and spa

· Close to outdoor recreation opportunities, such as cycling, hiking and boating at Hagg Lake and Scoggins Valley Park, and the multi-use, 21-mile Banks-Vernonia State Trail 

· Located within minutes from Tree to Tree Adventure Park, the region’s only ropes course/zip-line park

· Located ten miles from Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club, one of the Pacific Northwest’s most desired golf courses, which hosts several golf events throughout the year

· Home to Pacific University, a private, liberal arts institution with a student body of more than 3,200 and site of annual events, such as the Concours d’Elegance and Hawaiian Lu’au
Additional activities in the area include sail plane glider rides via the Willamette Valley Soaring Club and disc golf at Horning’s Hideout, both in North Plains, Ore., and camping at nearby L.L. “Stub” Stewart State Park.
Destination Sherwood

Although it is one of Oregon’s fastest growing communities, Sherwood, Oregon, (located about 30 minutes south of downtown Portland) is steeped in tradition. This booming city, with a population of more than 16,000, has been recognized in recent years by Money magazine and Ladies Home Journal as one of the most livable cities in the U.S. 

This bedroom community is situated along an urban growth boundary, designed to protect agricultural and natural areas. Sherwood’s historic “Old Town” is the community’s center, playing host to annual events, antique and specialty shops, a Queen Anne-style teahouse, and historic buildings. The area is best explored by foot; however, Sherwood’s natural assets and wineries are located a short drive from the town’s center. 

Sherwood’s activities and attractions make it an ideal destination for solo travelers, couples and families.  Attractions include: 
· Tualatin River National Wildlife Refuge, protected habitat for hundreds of bird species and dozens of mammals and reptiles featuring with a walking trail for wildlife viewing, interpretive center and nature store
· Five wineries with tasting rooms, and a new craft brewery, Two Kilts Brewing Company 

· Several arts and culture attractions, including locally owned art galleries, historical museum
· Unique shops, including antique shops, garden stores and Sleighbells Gift Shop, a year-round Christmas shop and farm

· U-pick farms, farm stands and seasonal farmers’ market
· Signature annual  events, such as the Robin Hood Festival, Cruisin’ Sherwood car show, and the Great Onion Festival
Additional activities in the area include kayaking/canoeing along the Tualatin River and hiking at the Magness Memorial Tree Farm. 
(MORE)
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HILLSBORO GETAWAY
With more than 91,000 residents, Hillsboro is the largest city in Washington County. The southern portion of the city is comprised of farms and vineyards, a 180-degree turn from Hillsboro’s high-tech industries, including Intel, that are integral to the city’s infrastructure.  

Because of its proximity to the “Silicon Forest,” Hillsboro has several hotels and other amenities. Beyond the urban landscape is a pristine, agricultural zone that offers an abundance of attractions and activities for visitors. 

Activities and attractions in Hillsboro make it an ideal destination for business and solo travelers, couples and families.  Attractions include: 

· Two breweries and two wineries that are open to the public: Ambacht Brewing, Vertigo Brewing, Helvetia Vineyards and Oak Knoll Winery
· Active “Main Street” downtown with art galleries, performing arts and movie theater, antique and specialty shops, and restaurants
· Unique historic sites and museums, including Rice Northwest Museum of Rocks and Minerals, which boasts the largest collection of rocks and gems in the Pacific Northwest, and Classic Aircraft Aviation Museum, a working hangar where classic planes are restored

· Open, natural spaces, including Jackson Bottom Wetlands, a wildlife preserve, and Lloyd Baron Rhododendron Garden, a 1.5-acre public garden

· Thriving theatre arts companies, including BagandBaggage, Hillsboro’s only professional theatre company, and Hillsboro Artists’ Regional Theatre 
· Abundant  agricultural region with the dozens of produce farms—u-pick and ready-pick—farm stands and farmers’ markets

· Three golf courses
Additional activities in the area include golf at The Reserve Vineyards and Golf Club, a prestigious golf club tucked away in an agricultural area of neighboring Aloha, Oregon.

About Oregon’s Washington County
Oregon’s Washington County is scenically situated between Portland and the Oregon Coast. The destination covers 727 square miles and includes the growing communities of Banks, Beaverton, Cornelius, Forest Grove, Gaston, Hillsboro, King City, North Plains, Sherwood, Tigard, Tualatin and Wilsonville. Washington County is home to world-class golf courses, award-winning wineries, an array of outdoor recreation opportunities, lush, natural and scenic wetlands and wildlife preserves, superb dining, and myriad shopping. For more information, visit the Washington County Visitors Association’s official destination website.  
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