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WASHINGTON COUNTY VISITORS ASSOCIATION EARNS PRESTIGIOUS
DESTINATION MARKETING ACCREDITATION
Tourism Organization Becomes the Second in Oregon to Attain Designation
BEAVERTON, ORE. (March 24, 2010) -- The Washington County Visitors Association (WCVA) announced today that it has been awarded accreditation from the Destination Marketing Accreditation Program (DMAP).  DMAP is an international accreditation program developed by the Washington, D.C.-based Destination Marketing Association International (DMAI), a leading organization for destination marketing organizations (DMOs).
In earning the DMAP accreditation, DMOs communicate to their audiences that their DMO has attained a significant measure of excellence.  
“It is an honor and a great achievement to receive destination marketing accreditation from DMAP,” said Ruthie Reinert, president and CEO of the WCVA. “This designation is not only a testament of the hard work and dedication of the WCVA staff, but to our organization’s commitment to adopting the best business practices and service excellence in accordance with international standards and benchmarks in the tourism industry.”

To become accredited, a DMO is required to provide evidence of compliance with 54 mandatory standards and 33 voluntary standards.  The standards cover a broad range of topics including governance, finance, technology, brand management, destination development, research and market intelligence, and more.

Currently, 160 DMOs have attained accreditation through this program. 

“By applying for and receiving DMAP accreditation, the WCVA has demonstrated a commitment to quality programs and services,” said Diane Lawson, FCDME, DMAP Board Chair.  “We are proud to recognize these organizations for their achievement.”

The WCVA is the official destination marketing organization for Washington County, Oregon, and is the second DMO in the state to earn DMAP accreditation. Corvallis Tourism, in Corvallis, Oregon, earned the first such accreditation in the state in 2008. 
About the Destination Marketing Accreditation Program 
The Destination Marketing Accreditation Program (DMAP) is an independent international accreditation body and a leader in defining quality and performance issues in destination marketing.  For additional information on DMAP visit www.destinationmarketing.org.

About the Washington County Visitors Association
The Washington County Visitors Association serves the region’s tourism industry by actively promoting Washington County, Oregon, as a destination for sports, business, and leisure travelers. Washington County is scenically situated between Portland and the Oregon Coast. Spanning 727 square miles, it includes the growing communities of Banks, Beaverton, Cornelius, Durham, Forest Grove, Gaston, Hillsboro, King City, North Plains, Sherwood, Tigard, Tualatin and Wilsonville. Washington County is home to world-class golf, award-winning wineries, an array of outdoor recreation, and superb dining and shopping.  For more information about the WCVA, visit www.yourwaytoplay.com/about or www.visitwashingtoncountyoregon.com, or call 503-644-5555, toll-free, 800-537-3149. 
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