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FROM Vineyards to Valleys 

The untold stories of Washington County, Oregon’s rich agricultural history
Washington County, Oregon, has a celebrated agricultural and cultural history, much of which can be experienced first-hand at festivals and events, wineries, and farm stands and “u-pick” farms. The Vineyard and Valley Scenic Tour Route, which launched April 2009, is just one of the ways visitors can explore the rich history of the region. 

Washington County’s Vineyard and Valley Scenic Tour Route is a 50-mile driving loop around the agricultural and historical region of the destination, and takes visitors past farms, pioneer settlements, wetlands and natural areas.  More than just a scenic tour route, this driving tour offers a host of experiences, including opportunities to stop at several of the 23 wineries in the county, and chances to pick berries, fruit or flowers at one of several “U-pick” farms and/or produce stands along the route. Historical sites, including pioneer cemeteries and historical markers, giving passersby a glimpse into a period of time that has long passed, also mark the route.  
Nurseries

Early Washington County settlers helped establish the nursery business in Oregon, which has grown to become one of the area’s largest industries. Oregon is among the leading nursery producing states, and plants and trees from Washington County are shipped to gardeners all over the country, as well as internationally. 
Nurseries boast incredible mixes of plant types, colors, textures and smells. Notable nurseries and farms along the route include: 
· Mountainside Lavender and Helvetia Lavender Farm: Fresh-picked and u-pick lavender farm (open seasonally)
· Extra Perennial Nursery: Hardy shade and woodland perennials (open seasonally)
· Larsen Farm Nursery: Ground covers, vines, roses, herbs, annuals, and perennials

Settlement Heritage

Starting around 1860, land grant programs and the area’s excellent agricultural reputation began drawing many new settlers to northwestern Oregon. These pioneers settled in several distinctive communities bringing with them their native heritages: Scottish, German, Russian, Swiss, Austrian and Dutch. Their legacies are still prevalent in various small towns along the route, such as Helvetia, Roy and Verboort. 
Notable events celebrating the cultures of its earliest settlers include: 

· Helvetia & Swiss Picnic: Annual celebration of the Swiss roots of the town of Helvetia, which is the name rooted in the Latin term for Switzerland
· Verboort Sausage Dinner: Festive traditional sausage dinner held in the Dutch settlement of Verboort, a mile or so off the tour route

A noted Scottish contribution to Washington County’s pioneer heritage is the Tualatin Plains Presbyterian Church, also known as the Old Scotch Church. The current church, which is one of the oldest continuously used churches in Oregon, was completed in 1878, and today is a national historic site. Several of the area’s earliest settlers are laid to rest in the church’s cemetery.
(MORE)
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U-Pick FARMS
The area’s geography, soils and climate make Washington County conducive to all sorts of agriculture and viticulture. Wine grapes, nursery stock, grass seed, berries, tree fruits and nuts, grains, hay and vegetables are among the myriad crops grown in the Tualatin Valley. These products are high in quality, and many have national or international markets. 

Offerings from fields and orchards along the route include apples, peaches, plums, hazelnuts (filberts), walnuts, blueberries, raspberries and strawberries. Dozens of farm stands and “u-picks” are scattered along the county’s scenic roads, allowing visitors to get up close and personal with the farms, the growers and the produce. 
Several u-picks of note are (all u-pick farms are open seasonally):

· Rowell Brothers: A 150-year- old tradition of berry growing, including rare berries and varieties only available in Oregon
· Baggenstos Farm Store: Berries, vegetables, potatoes, autumn pumpkin patch and more
· Smith Berry Barn: Farm store, u-pick berries, fresh-picked apples, nursery stock, herbs and gourds (open year-round)
· Sunshower Orchard: Organic apples, Christmas trees 

For a complete list of ready-pick and u-pick farms in Washington County and the Portland tri-county area, visit www.tricountyfarm.org. 

Wine History

Washington County boasts a long history of wine grape and wine production, which continues today. 

In the late 1800s, Swiss and German immigrants settled the rolling hills of Helvetia. Prior to prohibition, that area was known as “Grape Hill” because of its cottage wine industry. Part of current-day Helvetia Winery is located in the 100-year-old former house of Jacob Yungen, an early Washington County winemaker. 
Just north of Forest Grove is the site of one of Oregon’s first wineries, established by German immigrant Adolph Reuter on what was known as “Wine Hill.” His wines are thought to have won a gold medal at the St. Louis World's Fair of 1904. The area had eight wineries before prohibition; unfortunately, none of those early wineries still exist. 

The cool climate and rich soil continues to attract winemakers and wine lovers today. One of the first entries into Oregon’s modern winemaking arena occurred in 1965 when a new winery – Reuters Hill – was opened on the present site of the David Hill Vineyards and Winery. Reuters Hill’s owner at the time (Chuck Coury) was among the first to recognize the similarity of growing conditions in Burgundy and the Willamette Valley. As such, Coury planted Pinot Noir, Chardonnay and Riesling grapes, and many consider “Wine Hill” to be the Oregon birthplace of Pinot Noir wines.  

Outside Forest Grove, in an area known as Dilley, is Montinore Estate, which gets its name from the stately mansion, which sits on the grounds adjacent to the winery.  The mansion was built around 1905 by John Forbis, who named his ranch Montinore – short for “Montana-in-Oregon,” named in honor of Forbis' parents who stopped and stayed in Montana on their way to Oregon in the 1800s, a migration he completed a generation later.  Today, the winery still stands, under the direction of different owners. 
(MORE)
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Historic Hospitality

Rich with antique stores, quaint main streets and old-fashioned cafes, it’s easy to wax nostalgic.  Throughout Washington County, cool venues serve tasty meals and snacks, tradition and a story or two.  
Relive yesteryear at these popular dining establishments: 
· Helvetia Tavern: Recognized for being named among the best burgers in Oregon
· Hillsboro Pharmacy: One of the last, great soda fountains, located in downtown Hillsboro, off the tour route
· South Store Café: Old-fashioned café in the heart of Washington County’s agricultural region, offering coffee and tea, sandwiches, soups and baked goods 

About Washington County, Oregon
Washington County, Oregon, is scenically situated between Portland and the Oregon Coast, and is only minutes away from downtown Portland. The county spans 727 square miles, and includes the growing communities of Banks, Beaverton, Cornelius, Durham, Forest Grove, Gaston, Hillsboro, King City, North Plains, Sherwood, Tigard, Tualatin and Wilsonville. Washington County is home to world-class golf courses, award-winning wineries, an array of outdoor recreation opportunities, lush, natural and scenic wetlands and wildlife preserves, superb dining, and myriad shopping, from lifestyle centers and mall to boutiques and antiques. For more information about the region, visit the Washington County Visitors Association’s website, www.visitwashingtoncountyoregon.com, or call 503-644-5555, toll-free, 800-537-3149.
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MEDIA CONTACT

Sylke Neal-Finnegan, APR

Director of Marketing & Communications, Washington County Visitors Association
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